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A MONTHLY RECORD OF ATMOSPHERIC POLLUTION.

COMMITTEE FOR THE INVESTIGATION OF ATMOSPHERIC POLLUTION :

Summary of Reports for Month ending Oct. 31st, 1915.

" Tar includes all matter insoluble in water but soluble in CS2. "Carbonaceous" includes all combustible matter insoluble in water and
in CS2. insoluble ash" includes all earthy matter, fuel, ash, &c. One metric ton per sq. kilometre is equivalent to: (a) Approx. 91b. per
acre; (b) 2’56 English tons per sq. mile; (c) one gramme per sq. metre; (d) 1/1000 millimetre of rainfall.

The public health authorities concerned in the supervision of these examinations were as follows: Dr. J. Robertson, Medical Officer of
Health of Birmingham; Dr. J. E. Gould, Medical Officer of Health of Bolton ; Mr. H. Lloyd Parry, Town Clerk, Exeter; Mr. A. R. Tankard,
Public Analyst, Kingston-upon-Hull; C. K. Millard, D.Sc , Leicester ; Dr. E. W. Hope, Medical Officer of Health of Liverpool; The Directorof
THE LANCET Laboratory, Meteorological Office, London; Mr. J. Ollis, Chief Officer. Public Control Department, London County Council, London;
Dr. W. J. Howarth, Medical Officer of Health of London; Mr. W. Osborne Thorpe, Engineer, Urban District Council, Malvern; Mr. J. Warrington,
Secretary, Air Pollution Advisory Board, Manchester; Dr. H. Kerr, Medical Officer of Health of Newcastle-on-Tyne; Dr. J. B. Wilkinson, Medical
Officer of Health of Oldham; Professor W. P. Wynne, The University, Sheffield ; Dr. E. M. Smith, Medical Officer of Health of York; Mr. A. G.
Dutch, Sanitary Inspector, Coatbridge; Mr. J. Devine, Sanitary Inspector, Greenock; Mr. Thomas Bishop, Sanitary Inspector, Leith; and Mr.
W. W. Kelso, Sanitary Inspector, Paisley.

The analytical work involved in these returns was undertaken respectively by J. F. Liverseege, F.I.C., Birmingham; Harry Hurst, B.Sc.,
F.I.C., Bolton ; F. Southerden, B.Sc., F.I.C., Exeter; A. R. Tankard, F.I.C., Kingston-upon-Hull; S. F. Burford, Leicester; W. H. Roberts,
M.Sc., F.I.C., Liverpool; S. A. Vasey, F.I.C., Director, THE LANCET Laboratory (London Meteorological Office collections); J. H. Coste, F.1.0.
(Embankment Gardens, Finsbury Park, Ravenscourt Park, Southwark Park, Wandsworth Common, Victoria Park collections), London; F. L.
Teed, D.Se., Golden-lane, London, E.C. ; C. C. Duncan, F.I.C., Malvern; E. Knecht, Ph.D., M.Sc.. Manchester collections; J. T. Dunn, D.Se.,
Newcastle-on-Tyne; Samuel Urmson, Oldham; Professor W. P. Wynne, Sheffield collections ; S. H. Davies, M.Sc., York; Messrs. R. R. Tatlock
and Thomson, Coatbridge; J. W. Biggart, F.I.C., Greenock; A. Scott Dodd, B.Sc., F.I.C., Leith and Paisley.

ATMOSPHERIC POLLUTION IN SHEFFIELD.

WE have received a copy of a report to the Health Com-
mittee of the Sheffield city council on the results obtained
by the chemical investigation of rain-water collected at
various sites in the city area. It is signed by Professor
W. Palmer Wynne of the University, and his notes on the
general scheme are of interest. The returns occur with
those from other places in the monthly reports on atmo-
spheric pollution which, as they are issued, appear regularly
in our columns. Professor Wynne points out that
these analytical data, in so far as they bear on the
problem of atmospheric pollution, do not furnish any clue
to the amount of impurity in the atmosphere, except when
rain is falling. In other words, no account of the pollution
during rainless days is rendered by the rain gauge, and it
cannot be assumed that the impurity in the air on a rainless
day is going to stay there until rain comes. However, the
results are of comparative interest in relation to the amount

of rainfall. In many respects, and in spite of a reputation
for a smoky atmosphere, Sheffield’s atmosphere, according to
the report, compares not unfavourably with that of other

great manufacturing centres.
- q-

’ CITY OF LONDON LYING-IN HOSPITAL.-At a time
when the infant life of the country is a specially important
asset it is satisfactory to know that there has been prac-
tically no falling off in the subscriptions to the City of
London Lying-in Hospital, and that the donations have
risen from .f:420 to 674; but we regret to learn from the
report for 1915 that there has been a falling off in nearly all
the other items of income. The total income amounted to
6609, being .f:153 less than in 1914. During the year 1100
women were admitted into the hospital, and of these 1011
were delivered, being 44 less than in the previous year, when
the highest number delivered in any year-1055-was
recorded. The 1011 women gave birth to 1025 children&mdash;viz..
524 boys and 501 girls. In the out-patient department 651
women were delivered at their own homes, as against 849 in
1914. Nine women had twins, 15 children were stillborn, and
10 children died.
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THE LANCET.

LONDON: SATURDAY, APRIL 15, 1916.

The Wittenberg Camp.
THIS war has produced some terrible stories, and

some of the most terrible, after having been

declared to be unimaginable and therefore con-

cocted, have proved to be true. To this category
belongs the unspeakable record of the crimes
committed by the Germans upon their prisoners
of war at Wittenberg; rumours of these crimes
had got abroad and were declared to be false
because incredible, but the authenticated account
leaves the rumours behind. The account is con-
tained in a report by the Government Committee
on the Treatment by the Enemy of British Prisoners
of War ; the report is signed by Mr. Justice YOUNGER,
and is based upon evidence collected from prisoners
of war repatriated from Wittenberg, and especially
from information supplied by the following three
officers of the Royal Army Medical Corps, Major
PRIESTLEY, Captain VIDAL, and Captain LAUDER.
The terrible episode upon which these officers gave
their testimony was an epidemic of typhus fever,
which broke out at the end of 1914 in the Wittenberg
Camp for prisoners of war ; whereupon the German
staff, medical as well as military, fled from the camp,
and from December, 1914, to August, 1915, no direct
communication was held between the prisoners
and their guards. All supplies for the wretched

prisoners were for the future pushed into the

camp over chutes, and the food for the hospital-
and such food, and such a hospital !-was run in
on a trolley over a rail worked by winches. No

medical attention was provided by the staff, but
in February, 1915, six English medical officers,
who were prisoners, were sent to the camp to

do the work which the German doctors, to their
unspeakable shame, dare not do. Of these six
medical men three died, and three have at last
been able to tell their tale.
The story as set out in the report is a surprising

record of blackguardism. The Germans confined

from 15,000 to 17,000 prisoners within wire entangle-
ments upon 10 acres of ground. A large quantity
of these prisoners were Russians and were already
infected with typhus fever, and the infection was
spread among the other prisoners by lice, with
which all the prisoners swarmed, for no washing
facilities were provided and no soap was supplied.
Six weeks after the vile cowardice of the German
medical staff in running away from their wretched
charges, six prisoner medical officers were deported
to the camp, but their strenuous efforts were sup-
ported in no way by the director of the German
camp. What it was humanly possible to do they
did, and their efforts testify to their extraordinary
courage, self-sacrifice, and resource. Of the six
medical men only three survived, and we hope that

their devoted services will not be forgotten. They
found the improvised hospital of the camp prac-
tically without appliances of any sort. There were
no proper bedding and no mattresses; dressings,
bandages, and stimulants were wanting; the
absence of soap prevented either patients or

garments or furniture from being washed. The
German authorities received representations of
these things with refusal to ameliorate them, and
the inhabitants of the locality came down to theencampment to laugh at the coffins as they were
removed from the enclosure.
’ This horrible story will have been read by most
of our readers, and makes it necessary that the

medical men of other countries than Germany
should decide into what sort of relations they
propose to enter with the medical profession of
Germany when this war is over. Medicine knows

no geographical limits or racial distinctions; it is
the most essential expression of human service
to all human beings. But the doctors of other

countries will not sit in friendly conclave with the
medical representatives of a country where the
responsibilities of human service are regarded as
at Wittenberg. The doctors of other countries do

not run away from disease; nor would it strike

other populations that the bodies of the deserted

dead were a good subject for jeers. The doctors of

Germany will not for some time be welcome at

international gatherings of medicine.

Credulity in War Time.
PSYCHOLOGISTS have often pointed out the anti-

thesis which exists between emotion and intellect.
A man in a passion has to a great extent lost his
critical faculty; he cannot form a cool judgment;
if his situation calls for action of an important
character he takes the advice of his friends as to
the proper course for him to pursue. A state of
war is one in which powerful emotions are raised
among the people; and however much we may
admire the enthusiasm and driving energy thus
derived, we have also from time to time to

deplore the failure of calm discrimination, and
to admit the readiness to believe in every kind of

myth that has a pleasant effect upon the feelings. A
crowd is at all times more susceptible to emotion
and less endowed with critical faculties than an
individual, and it is inevitable that a period of war,
which knits a nation together, should also be a

period of credulity. In another column will be
found a communication on the psychology of
rumour made by Dr. BERNARD HART to the Section
of Psychiatry of the Royal Society of Medicine.
Dr. HART shows that in war-time the prevalence
and vitality of rumours are greatly enhanced.
At the beginning of the war this truth manifested
itself with surprising intensity-the passage of

a Russian army through England and the appear.
ance of the angels at Mons, are only flagrant
examples of beliefs entertained by large numbers
of people, not only without a scrap of reliable
evidence in their favour, but in direct opposition
to all that calm thought would have suggested.
And as war goes on the willingness to swallow


